THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING

He denounced Fielding's style as the most unintelligible
to be found in the English language, sneered at his pretence
to learning, and called upon him to publish, if he wished to
be understood, a new Misspelling Book, a Primer of Puns,
and a Conundrum Grammar. When "The Covent-Garden
Journal" failed to supply the necessary material, he fell
upon the noseless heroine, and rewrote a chapter of
"Amelia" as it should have been written, reducing all the
incidents to the level of a brothel. In short, "The Drury-
Lane Journal" is a continuous flow of abuse and invective
at which a reader stands aghast.

And yet Thornton manifested no personal hatred of
Fielding, nor that jealousy which actuated Smollett His
Billingsgate appears to have been a matter of business, a
part of the day's work; it was mostly professional. For
this reason it has been conjectured by Dr. Jensen that he
was merely a hireling in the employ of someone who really
nourished a grudge against Fielding. Such undoubtedly
was the case. Thornton's editorial headquarters were at
the Public Eegister Office, recently established in King
Street, Covent G-arden, in the heart of the district whence
Fielding's newspaper received its name, and near the court
over which the justice presided. The manager of this office
was a young Frenchman known as D'Halluin or Dullwin,
who had been a temporary clerk in the Universal Begister
Office. He came there mysteriously the preceding year,
and as mysteriously disappeared. "When next seen he was
at the head of an employment bureau of his own.

John Fielding, amazed at the conduct of a stranger
he had aided in distress, accused Mm, in "The London
Daily Advertiser" for November 4, 1751, of stealing the
secrets of the Universal Begister Office; and two days later
Dullwin replied with vigour in the same newspaper, de-
claring that there were no secrets to be learned in that mis-
managed and inefficient institution which took the fees of
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